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COPPINS 
SERVICE CENTER, INC.

Jay & Rich Coppins 
Full Service Auto Repair Since 1937

TOWING

WITH THE INSTALL OF 
FOUR NAPA QUICK STRUTS

$150
Rebate

WITH THE INSTALL OF 
TWO NAPA QUICK STRUTS

$50
Rebate

Limit one rebate per person, 
household, or address.

OFFER GOOD FOR 
A LIMITED TIME

“ Lori & Friends”“ Lori & Friends”

906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS
TRIBUNE/SENTINEL

wnypapers.com

Shine Studio
Ask for Toni

716-297-0181

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from…

THE GRANITE SHOP 
716-402-1046

hosted by Lori Caso
LCTV  Channel 1301
Oct 9th - Oct 22nd

Guest: Damon Piatek - Pierogies!

Top Notch Removal Rated Number ONE 
In Junk RemovalWe remove all unwanted junk 

and debris from houses, garages, 
sheds, yards, commercial buildings, 

storage units, warehouses.

We also tear-down and remove 
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools, 
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.

No job is too big or too small

Top Notch 
Removal

Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE

topnotchremoval@gmail.com

535 Division St. Twin City Highway 

OPEN DAILY! MON - SAT: 7AM - 8:30PM 
SUN 7AM - 7PM

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

VISIT US ON THE WEB FOR 
OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS

themarketinthesquare.com

RRG provides update on recent hearings
BY VINCENT AGNELLO
President
Residents For Responsible Government Inc. (RRG)

In conjunction with the New 
York State Siting Board, the NYS 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation has been holding 
hearings on whether to approve 
or reject a new hazardous waste 
landfi ll in our community. CWM 
Chemical Services applied 20 
years ago to build a new toxic 
waste landfi ll operation about a 
mile from schools. It took 12 years 
for CWM to submit an applica-
tion to the NYS DEC deemed 
suffi cient for a state Siting Board 
to consider. That consideration 
began in 2014, while CWM’s last 
toxic waste landfi ll closed in 2015.

After numerous conferences, 
motions, and briefs since 2014, 
testimony from experts was 
ordered for specifi c issues where 
the board and administrative law 
judge wanted more info. Those 
hearings began in 2022. To be 
approved, CWM must satisfy two 
different decision-makers on each 
issue raised for testimony, as well 
as what’s already been offered in 
public comments and applications. 

Since the hearings are held 
during the day when many resi-
dents are working, I offer some 
highlights I observed from sworn 

testimony at the hearings:
Public Interest: CWM’s 

witness could not identify where 
the supposed costs for building 
and operating a new toxic waste 
landfi ll would be spent. He did not 
know how much CWM histori-
cally spent on its providers inside 
the state of New York and outside 
of the state. An economist, real 
estate appraiser, tourism expert, 
and building inspector presented 
by Lewiston resident Amy Witryol 
indicated that CWM’s toxic waste 
landfi ll proposal would be detri-
mental to local economic devel-
opment and likely reamplify the 
adverse reputation of Love Canal.

Groundwater: CWM fought 
to bar the U.S. EPA’s groundwa-
ter fl ow analysis, similar to that 
offered by the expert for Niagara 
County and other municipalities.

Truck Traffi c Noise: CWM’s 
engineer testifi ed that a new 
landfi ll would cause truck traffi c 
that, on “average,” would disturb 
residents on the truck route 
“only” between 5 and 6 a.m. A 
nationally recognized noise expert 
engaged by Witryol testifi ed that 
his actual noise measurements 
along the route in almost every 
case differed dramatically from 
CWM’s computer model, which 
he deemed unreliable.

Diminution of Local Real 
Estate Values: Two expert wit-
nesses in valuation economics 
engaged by RRG testifi ed that a 
new toxic waste landfi ll would sig-
nifi cantly reduce future property 
values in Lewiston and Porter.

Marketing of Agricultural 
Products: The county’s former 
Farm Bureau president testifi ed 
regarding the potential adverse 
impacts on the reputation of 
Niagara County products. CWM’s 
attorney focused on the witness’s 
mailbox’s location and not his 
orchards. CWM offered no rebut-
tal witness.

Radiation: Hearings about 
radiological contamination on 
CWM property will take place 
in October. DEC has authority, 
but has never required CWM to 
investigate and remediate all sus-
pect areas of its property. This has 
limited the radiological contamina-
tion the Army Corps of Engineers 
could ultimately investigate and 
remediate on most of CWM’s 715 
acres.

Air Modeling of Pollutants: 
This, the last issue ordered for 
testimony, is yet to be scheduled.

Periodic updates on attending 
hearings via phone or the internet, 
other info, and how you can help 
are posted at rrg-ny.com.

What’s different about fall boating? 
3 on-water safety tips

Plus, a deep dive into choosing your winter boat cover 
By BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety 
and Clean Water

For some boaters, fall is the 
best time for boating. Summer’s 
steamy days have surrendered to 
more comfortable temperatures, 
angling improves, and winds are 
stronger for sailing. It’s also time 
to embrace extra boating safety 
efforts for the season and look 
ahead to how you’re going to 
store your boat this winter. 

The nonprofi t BoatUS Founda-
tion for Boating Safety and Clean 
Water has three boating safety 
tips to consider, as well as some 
test results on the four main types 
of winter boat covers.

•Take safety seriously. If you 
ask the U.S. Coast Guard about 
boating safety and drowning, 
they’ll tell you that three of every 
four boaters who drowned in 2022 
were using vessels less than 21 
feet in length at the time (when 
boat length was known in the 
accident statistics). The BoatUS 
Foundation says that small boats, 
in particular, are more susceptible 
to the effects of stormy weather. 
During leaf-peeping season, 
there’s also more solo boat opera-
tion – which means it’s wise to 
wear a life jacket and fi le a fl oat 
plan so someone can raise the 
alarm if you fail to return. A self-
boarding ladder, such as a length 
of multi-looped rope anchored to 
a cleat, should be easily grabbable 
from the water.

•Keep up with maintenance. 
Like many boaters, enjoying sum-
mer boating season was primary. 
Secondary was toiling over the 
things that broke, leaked or 
came apart. Ensuring your vessel 
remains reliable is important as 
there are fewer potential “Good 
Samaritan” boaters – generally 
your closest rescuers – to provide 
help, if necessary.

•Use your engine cutoff 
switch. While all states require 
an engine cutoff switch (ECOS) 
use for PWCs, seven states and 
the U.S. Coast Guard also re-
quire ECOS devices for boats. 
The Coast Guard’s rule requires 
ECOS wear when aboard vessels 
less than 26 feet traveling on plane 
or above displacement speed. 
The ECOS can be located at the 
helm of the boat or on the tiller or 
body of an outboard engine, and 
typically connects to the boat’s op-
erator with a lanyard. Some ECOS 
devices eliminate the lanyard and 
rely on wireless proximity devices 
to shut down an engine if the 
operator goes overboard. 

Regardless, an accidental fall 
overboard could quickly turn dan-
gerous. Make your ECOS your 
boating friend this fall.

Bonus: Look for a winter boat 
cover. Have you ever considered 
using a reusable winter cover in-
stead of shrink-wrap? The BoatUS 
Foundation recently put a number 
of common boat storage covers to 
the test. Some fi ndings include: 
“Waterproof” and “water-resistant” 
covers are not the same; boats on 

rack storage may have no other 
choice than shrink-wrap due to 
safety reasons; and ensuring all-
winter-long survival of any type of 
boat cover includes making sure 
the cover is well-supported and 
adding padding to a boat’s hard 
edges and tops of all cover sup-
port poles. 

The full report, “Foundation 
Findings #60: What You Need 
to Know About Boat Covers for 
Winter Storage,” can help boat-
ers fairly evaluate reusable, more 
environmentally friendly options.

More About BoatUS 
The BoatUS Foundation for 

Boating Safety and Clean Water is 
a national leader promoting safe, 
clean and responsible boating. 
Funded primarily by donations 
from the nearly 800,000 members 
of Boat Owners Association of 
The United States (BoatUS), the 
nonprofi t provides innovative 
educational outreach directly 
to boaters and anglers with the 
aim of reducing accidents and 
fatalities, increasing stewardship 
of America’s waterways, and keep-
ing boating safe for all. Visit www.
BoatUS.org/Courses. 
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